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(titter/ /6JV.) 
MK COPLEY'S PICTURE 

or 

KING CHARLES THE FIRST, 

DEMANDING IN TM 

HOUSE OP COMMONS 

THE FIVE IMPEACHED MEMBERS, 

A.D. MDCXLI-IL 



<♦» 



NOW EXHIBITING at thi rooks of WILLIAMS & EVERETT, 284 Washington ST., Boston. 
«♦» 

The composition and design of the picture, with an account 
of some of the characters introduced, the arrangement of the 
ground, &c, are chiefly in the language taken from an adver- 
tisement made by Mr. Copley himself. 

The event which the picture commemorates, brought the 
contest between the parties to a crisis ; and though it would 
be difficult to point out the means by which the succeeding 
calamities could have been avoided, yet it will be generally 
allowed that they wore accelerated by this hasty and unadvised 
measure of the king's. 

The subject Mr. Copley conceived to be (agreeably to the 
just nature of an historical picture,) grand and interesting; as 
it admits much dignity and energy of attitude and expression, 
and recalls to the recollection one of the most eventful and 
affecting periods of our history. The interest Mr. Copley 
imagined would bo farther heightened by the introduction 
of the portraits of those members of the long parliament, who 
were distinguished for their abilities or exertions in these 
disputes. He was led to suppose that the scene would thus 
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be brought nearer to the feelings, and that he should contrib- 
ute towards gratifying a desire natural to mankind, of being 
acquainted with the representations of persons any wise 
remarkable for their virtues or their vices, for the greatness of 
their actions, or the extent and splendor of their talents 
or fortunes. These portraits have been collected chiefly 
from original pictures ; somotimcs from copios, from medals, 
busts and prints; and Mr. Copley took occasion publicly to 
express his sense of the attention and politeness he had expe- 
rienced, from persons of every rank, in his applications for 
these authentic and interesting materials. 

King Charles, by the advice of Lord Digby, 1 had prepared a 
paper containing articles of accusation for high treason and other 
misdemeanors, against Lord Kimbolton, of the house of. peers, 
and five members, Pym, Hambden, Denzil Hollis, Haslerig, 
and Strode, distinguished for their steady and able opposition 
in the house of commons. A sergoant-at-arms was sent to the 
commons to demand the persons of the impeached members. 
This officer, after being heard at the bar, was dismissed without 
any reply, and an evasive message was sent to the king, that . 
the accused persons should be forthcoming as soon as any legal 
charge should preferred against them. 

On the afternoon of the next day, (Jan. 4, 1641-2,) the 
king, attended by his usual guard, and some go n tie men who 
met him on the way, went in person to the house of commons. 
Having strictly enjoined his attendants to abstain from all 
offence, he left them at the door, and entered the house accom- 
panied only by Prince Rupert. Proceeding directly to the 
speaker's chair, he ascended the steps, and addressing the 
house, told them " that he was sorry for the occasion which 
brought him to them ; that instead of obedience he had re- 
ceived from them a message ; that no king should be more 
attentive to their privileges than himself, but that privilege 
did not extend to cases of treason ; that he had therefore come 
in quest of the accused persons, for he was determined to have 
them wheresoever he should find them." 2 The king having 
then looked, round the house, turned to the speaker, and 



1 Clarendon, Vol I. p. 850. * Clarendon, Vol. L p. 858. 
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demanded " if any of the members in question were present f m 
" 1 havo, sir, neither eyes to see, nor tongue to speak, in this 
place, but as the house is pleased to direct me, whose servant I 
am here ; and I humbly ask pardon that I cannot give any 
other answer than this, to what your majesty is pleased to 
demand of me," 2 was the prudent and ready reply of the 
speaker. 

This is the point in the event which Mr. Copley has chosen 
for the subject of his picture. The king is supposed to hive 
just finished speaking, and the speaker on his knee below the 
king, to bo making his reply. 

The gallant Prince Rupert and a group of distinguished roy- 
alists stand on the king's right hand. Among these is seen 
Sir Edmund Verney, the king's standard-bearer, who lost the 
standard and his life in tho doubtful conflict of Edgehill. 

Sir William Waller, commander of tho parliamentary forces, 
is leaning eagerly forward from behind the speaker's chair ; and 
a little farther in the ground of the picture, may be noticed 
the celebrated Selden ; a man of polished manners and exten- 
sive philanthropy, 8 more famed for strong talents and profound 
erudition, than for elegance or perspicuity of language. 

On tho king's loft hand, tho seats of tho house are occupied 
promiscuously by both parties ; and the figures variously dis- 
posed form a group which extends from the speaker's chair to 
the wall of the house. Among the prominent characters in 
this part of the picture, is the younger Vane ; a man, ardent, 
enterprising, ambitious; of quick understanding and. great 
sagacity. 4 He suffered after the restoration,* and his last mo-, 
ments did not contradict tho tenor of his life. In hastening to 
Cromwoll, who is not far removed from Vane, we must not 
omit to notice Whitlocke the historian ; a writer of some . 



1 Previous to the king's entering the house, the five accused members hav- 
ing had notice of his intention, had withdrawn; and during this transaction 
they remained concealed in the court of king's bonch. 

* Whitlocke. • Clarendon, Life I. p. 81. 

* Vane's Writings. — Hume mentions, on the authority of Clarendon, that 
Vane had worked himself up to so incredible a pitch of enthusiasm, as to 
imagine himself to be the person deputed to reign upon earth for a thousand 
years over the whole congregation of the faithful. 

8 State Trials, Vol. IL p. 435. 
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eminence, and of laudable impartiality and candor. Cromwell 
was at this period but little known or regarded in the house ; l 
he is not therefore to be considered here, as a man grasping in 
imagination the sceptre of Charles ; but rather as the subordi- 
nate agent of a party, though destined afterwards to overthrow 
every competitor in the contest for sovereign power. It may 
appear superfluous to enlarge on the character of Cromwell ; 
the history of his life is familiarly known. Of the other party 
in this group is Sir Henry Slingsby. He stands behind 
Whitlocke, a little raised above the level of the floor, his eyes 
steadfastly fixed upon the countenance of Charles. His temper 
was inclined to sorrow and melancholy ; ho opposed from the 
beginning the measures of the republicans ;* and at length ter- 
minated, on the scaffold, a close confinement of two years in 
the common prison of Hull. 

Upon the same side of the house, but farther removed from 
tho king, is a smaller group, consisting of six figures, among 
which are Waller, the poet, his friend Sydney Godolphin, (who 
fell in tho royal cause in 1643, and tho older Vane. Tho eio- 
quonce of Waller 8 formed at this poriod the delight and orna- 
ment of the house, and his genius and taste still continue 
to receive and merit applause. 

Following this circuit of the picture, the assemblage of fig- 
ures which comes last in order, but which in the view will, 
perhaps naturally present itself first to the eye, is placed near 
the table in front of the king, and consists, with the single 
exception of the young lord Horbort, of distinguished royalists. 
This nobleman, son of the Earl of Pembroke and Montgomery, 
succeeded to his father's titles in 1649, and was among the 
few who, after the abolition of the house of peers, took his seat 
as a representative of the people among the commons. 4 The 
king's interests in Cornwall were successfully promoted by the 
activity and influence of Sir Bevil Greenville ; 5 a force of about 
8,000 men was collected ; and the battle of Stratton will per- 
petuate the memory of the intrepid and daring valor of the 
cornish royalists. In this conflict Sir Bevil Greenville led on 
one of the four columns into which their small army was 



1 Clarendon, Vol. I p. 811. f Clarendon, Vol. HL p. 623. 

• Clarendon. Burnet * Pari. Hist. Vol. IX. p. 15. • Clarendon, II 284. 
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divided. At the battle of Lansdowne, the royalists were led to 
tho chargo by Sir Bcvil Grcenvillo ; the enemy wore drivon 
from the field, but the blow of a pole-axe deprived the army of 
the support and example of this gallant chief. Hyde, after- 
wards lord Clarendon, had rendered himself eminently obnox- 
ious to the parliamentary party, and having quitted the 
kingdom, he shared the fortunes and confidence of his exiled 
master. After the restoration, he continued to guide the coun- 
cils of Charles; but his virtue and integrity woro an odious 
restraint upon a licentious court. The history of the civil 
wars was the fruit of his banishment ; and if this work appeal's 
not to have reached the just dignity of historical composition, 
it will be thought almost to compensate, by the abundance of 
interesting and affecting anecdote. The closest intimacy sub- 
sisted between Falkland and Hyde. In the house they inva- 
riably sat next to each other ; and this custom had become so 
familiar, that the members would rise and relinquish their 
seats, in order to their mutual accommodation. Clarendon 
has left a warm testimony in favor of his friend. Under a 
puerile and simple exterior were concealed the most profound 
learning, the most piercing talents, the most active fancy, a 
temper obliging and humane, a strict integrity and honor, a 
keen and fearless courage. In regard to his public conduct, 
we may discern that his original . bias was in favor of the popu- 
lar party ; he had imbibed a deep veneration for the authority 
of parliaments, and confided much in the virtue and integrity 
of Hambden, and the principal leaders of the commons. 1 But 
success had quickened their courage, and enlarged their views ; 
and he ranged himself on tho side of tho court, when he 
thought the principles of the constitution were attacked, and 
the peace of the nation exposed to a fatal hazard. He fell by a 
musket bullet, in the first charge of the horse at the battle of 
Newbury. 

Rushworth, tho historian, and clork of tho house, is ropro- 
sonted in this part of tho picture, as intent upon minuting the 
particulars of the event. 

The house of commons, originally a chapel dedicated to St. 



Clarendon, Vol. I p. 235, 840. Vol. IL p. 352, 353. 
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Stephen, was one of the most beautiful gothie structures in the 
kingdom ; and the characteristic ornaments, the sculpture, the 
painting, the gilding, form a picturesque and splendid ground 
to the scene. 1 



1 This building has been happily rescued from oblivion by the ingenuity 
and industry of Mr. Carter, member of the society of antiquaries; and Mr. Car- 
ter has obligingly assisted Mr. Copley with curious and authentic drawings 
of those parts of the chapel which came within his design. 
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A List of those members of the long parliament whose portraits 
aro introduced into the picture ; with an account of some 
of the authorities from whence these portraits are dorived. 

I. Sir Edmund Verney, Knight Marshal, . . . Wicomb, B. 

Mr. Copley begins his list with a portrait of Sir Edmund Verney, taken from a very 
excellent picture by Vandyck, in the possession of Lady Fermanagh. 

II. Giles Strangwayes, Bridport, B. 

For this portrait, Mr. Copley lias consulted and studied a finely executed medal. In 
tho collection of Mr. Tysson, and a picture, by Dobson, in tho possession of Mr. Thane. 

III. Sir Ralph Hop ton, Knight of the Bath, created Baron 

Hopton of Stratton, Wells, C. 

The portrait of Lord Hopton is taken from a picture by Vandyck, for the assistance 
of which, Mr. Copley has been indebted to Sir Edward Astley. 

IV. Endimion Porter, . . ' Droitwich, B. 

A very capital medallion from Dr. Hunter's museum was attentively perused, and the 
resemblance was farther aided by the use of a portrait in the possession of Mr. Thane. 

V. Prince Rupert. 

A medal from Dr. Hunter's museum, and a picture, from the Earl of Egremont's col- 
lection, by Teielst, were ample authorities for the portrait of Prince Rupert. 

VI. Sir W. Waller, Knt . . Andover, B. 

VII. Sir Peter Temple, Knt. and Bart. . . Buckingham, T. 

The former from an accurate copy of the picture at the Earl of Harcourt's, the latter 
from the subordinate, but only authority of a print. In both these instances, to trace 
the appearance of a side face from a more direct view, has required some practice and 
much attention. 

It would far exceed the limits of this catalogue to enumerate all the materials to which 
Mr. Copley has had recourse in tho progress of his work : those which relate to the more 
leading characters (and every part has demanded, and received, equal attention) shall 
be mentioned, that a proper estimate may be formed of its general authenticity and 
truth. 

VIII. Sir Nathaniel Barnardiston, Knt Suffolk. 

IX. Sir T. Roe, Knight of the Bath, Oxf. Univ. 

X. Serjeant Glynne, Westminster, 0. 

XI. John Scldcn, Oxf. Univ. 

The picture by My tens, in the collection of the Lord Chancellor, was at too early a 
period of life for the present subject ; it became necessary therefore to conform to the 
portrait by Lely, in the Bodleian library; and though this latter represents Selden 
at too advanced an age, yet by abating somewhat from the asperities induced by years, 
in which considerable use was made of the former portrait by Mytens, Mr. Copley has 
been able to deduce, what he thinks, a true resemblance of Selden at the period required. 

XII. Sir Robert Harley, Knt. of tho Bath, . . Hereford, Sh. 

XIII. Sir Martin, Lyster, Knt Brackley, B. 

XIV. King Charles. 

A bust by Bernini supplied the forms of the side face : for the tinting, recourse was 
had to a genuine portrait by Vandyck, in the possession of Lady Fermanagh. 

XV. Sir Philip Stapylton, Knt Boroughbridge, B. 

XVI. Sir Edward Deering, Bart Kent. 
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XVII. Sir Benjamin Rudyard, Knight, .... Wilton, B. 

XVIII. Francis Bowse, Truro, B. 

XIX. William Harrison, son of Sir John Harrison, 

Queenborough, B. 

From a picture in the collection of the Earl of Leicester. 

XX. Arthur Goodwin, ....... Buckingham, Sh. 

XXI. Richard Lord Buckhurst, eldest son of Edward, Earl of 

Dorset, Steyning, B. 

From a fine miniature by Mr. Humphrey, after an original picture, in the collection 
Of hi* Grace, the Duke of Dorset. 

XXII. Serjeant Maynard, Totness, B. 

Mr. Copley was favored by Hiss Ilotham, daughter of the late 8ir Charles Ilotham. 
with a portrait of Maynard. Though much too old for this period, it was of essential 
service. Maynard was not a Serjeant in 1642. 

XXIII. Henry Jcrmyn, created Earl of St. Albans, 

St. Edmundsbury, B. 

XXIV. John Lisle, Winchester, C. 

A medal, in the collection of Mr. Tysson. 

XXV. John Bellasis, created Baron Bellasis of Worlaby, 

Thirsk, B. 

A picture, in the possession of Earl Fauconberg, and an excellent miniature by 
Cooper, at a more advanced «ge f in the possession of the same nobleman, were sufficient 
materials. 

XXVI. Sir John Harrison, Knt Lancaster, T. 

The collection of the Bar! of Leicester supplied another excellent Cooper, and the age 
and view of the face happily corresponded with the present subject and design. 

XXVII. Sir Henry Vane, Jr., Knight, Kingston upon Hull. 

An interesting portrait by Lely, in the possession of the Countess Dowager of 
Darlington. 

XXVIII. William Lenthall, Speaker, . . . Woodstock, B. 

Mr. Copley consulted a picture in the possession of Mr. Lenthall of Burford; but 
followed a most exquisite modal, in the collection of the Kev. Mr. Cracberodo. 

XXIX. Bulstrode Whitlocke, Marlow, B. 

For the character of Whitlocke, It was with some regret that recourse was necessarily 
had to a print : but a scarce and accurate print, engraved at the time, was furnished by 
the collection of Mr. Bindley. 

XXX. Sir Henry Slingsby, Bart. . . . Knaresborough, B. 

Application was made to Sir Henry Slingsby. Bart, of Scrivon in Yorkshire, but the 
portrait procured proving to bo an anccHtor of tlio Slingsby of tho long Parliament, and 
no other being discoverable, tho authority of a print was again resorted to. 

XXXI. Sir John Coke, Knt. . . . . . . . Derby, Sh. 

XXXII. Roger Hill, Bridport, B. 

A picture, in the possession of Mr. Way. 

XXXIII. Sir John Hotham, Knt. and Bart. . Beverley, B. 

The collection of Che late Sir Charles Ilotham supplied a good portrait of the Governor 
of Hull. 

XXXIV. Sir Harbottle Grimstone, Bart. . . Colchester, B. 
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XXXV. Orlando Bridgeman, Wigan, B. 

From a portrait. In the possession of the Lord Chancellor : It was necessary to glye a 
younger appearance than he bears in the Lord Chancellor*! portrait 

XXXVI. Sir Thomas Fanshawe, Knt. of the Bath, created 

Lord Viscount Fanshawe of Dromore, in Ireland, 

Hertford, T. 

From a picture, procured by Mr. Turnor, to whom general assistance and attention in 
the progress of the work, Mr. Copley has been much Indebted. 

XXXVII. Major General Richard Brown, . . Wicombe, B. 

From a beautiful medal in Br. Hunter's museum. 

XXXVIII. Oliver Cromwell, Cambridge, T. 

In the portrait of Cromwell, the difficulty was not to procure, but to select materials. 
A picture, iu the possession nf l4tdy Frankland. another by Walker, In the possession of 
Mr. Thane, and an accurate drawing by Cipriani, from a third picture by Walker, which 
a direct descent from the Protector has given to Mr. Cromwell of Gray's Inn, were suffi- 
cient and excellent authorities : and a mssk taken from the lace, In the possession of Mr. 
hlohards, deserted, aud obtained, a careful inspection. 

XXXIX. Ferdinand, Lord Fairfax, Yorkshire. 

XL. Nathaniel Fiennes, Bunbury, B. 

A medal by Simon, from the collection of Mr. Tysson. 

XLI. Isaac Pennington, London, 0. 

XLII. Thomas Lord Grey, of Grooby, eldest son of the Earl 
of Stamford, Leicester, T.. 

An original picture, In the collection of Mr. Knlghtley. 

XLIII. Oliver St. John, Totness, F- 

XLIV. Sir Bevil Greenville, Knt Cornwall. 

The assistance of medals lalling, a profile was again deduced from a more full face with 
considerable attention and study. Two pictures In the collection of the Karl of Bgre- 
mont, and an original miniature, for the use of which Mr. Copley was Indebted to Mr. 
Wavel, were the faithful guides in this transformation. 

XLV. Sir Philip Warwick, Knt Radnor, T.. 

A picture by Lely, in the possession of the Hon. John Byng. 

XL VI. Edward Hyde, created Earl of Clarendon, Saltash, B. 

A very fine medal was lent by Sir Lucius O'Brien: and the likeness was farther 
indebted to a picture by Lely, In the possession of Mr. WiUett. 

XLVII. Geoffrey Palmer, . ,. . . . . . Stamford, B.. 

This portrait of Geoffrey Palmer Is from a fine picture by Lely, for the use of whleh> 
Mr. Copley was obliged to Mr. Cambridge. 

XLVI1I. Sir Edward Nicholas, ...... Newton, B.~ 

From an original miniature, now in the possession of Mr. Nicholas. 

XLIX. Philip Lord Herbert, eldest son of the Earl of Pem- 
broke and Montgomery, Glamorgan. 

Recourse was had to a print. 

L. John Hotham, Scarborough, B. 

LI. Sir Dudley North, Knt. and Bart. . . Cambridge, Sh. 

A fine drawing, formerly belonging to the Earl of Orftrd, was obtained from the 
Taluable and extensive collection of Mr. Bull. 

2 
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LII. Sir William Wield rington, Bart, created Baron Wid- 
dringtou of Blackeney, .... Northumberland. 

A picture in the collection of Mr. Townley. 

LIII. Edmund Waller, the Poet, St. Ives, B. 

From a picture procured for Mr. Copley, by Mr. Waller, a descendant. 

LIV. Sydney Godolphin, Helston, B. 

LV. Sir Henry Vane, Senior, Knt Wilton, B. 

A floe picture by Lety, In the possession of the OountoM Dowager of Darlington. 

LVI. Lord Viscount Falkland, Newport, B. 

A Yandyck, In the possession of Admiral Forbes. 

LVII. Rushworth, Clerk of the House. 

A picture in the Speaker's room, adjoining the House of Commons, was lent to Mr. 
Copley by the Speaker. 

LVI1I. Colonel George Goring, created Lord Goring, 

Portsmouth, T. 

The list Is terminated by a portrait of Lord Coring, from a fine Yandyck, In the collec- 
tion of the Karl of Bgremont. 

Some attention was required in selecting the characters: 
considerable difficulty occurred in discovering the authorities 
to which recourse was to be had. Thp friendly assistance of 
Mr. Malone in these, and other particulars, Mr. Copley grate- 
fully acknowledged. 

To the authorities made use of, Mr. Copley without 
scruple added the expression which his subject required. A 
mere collection of portraits, however interesting the characters, 
would constitute but an insipid production ; and though such 
genuine resemblances will be thought embellishments to an 
historical work, they are still to be considered as subordinate 
to the main object, and must never be suffered to detract from 
the just spirit of the picture. 
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Sir Beril Greenville, Knt Cornwall. 

Sir Phillip Warwick, Knt Radnor, T. 

Edward Hyde, created Earl of Clarendon, Saitash, B. 

Geoffrey Palmer, Stamford, B. 

Sir Edward Nicholas, Newton, B. 
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and Montgomery, Glamorgan. 
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Sir Dudley North, Knt and Bart. Cambridge, Sh. 
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drington of Blackeney, Northumberland. 
Edmund Waller, the Poet, St Ires, B. 
Sydney Godolphin, Relston, B. 
Sr Henry Vane, Senr., Knight, Wilton, B. 
Lord Viscount Falkland, Newport, B. 
Rush worth, Clerk of the House. 
CoL Geo. Goring, created Lord Goring, Portsmouth, T. 
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